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FROM THE DEACON’S BENCH: 

 

My Brothers and Sisters;                                                                                               
 

Just a reminder that this is the last 

weekend that you will be able to 

buy your “Match the Number” 

ticket for the month of Febuary.   

And what a good bargain it is!  We 

get not one number but two for the price of one for 

the whole month, so don‟t miss out! 
 

As we celebrate the last Sunday of the month, we 

can pause just a second to look back on the month 

that was and to ask ourselves how we did with our 

resolutions ………… okay, that‟s enough reflection 

on January, let‟s take a look at the coming month 

of February. 
 

I like the month of Febuary.  To be honest, it‟s the 

only winter month that I look forward to and I like it 

for a couple of reasons. First, because on the 

second of the month (Ground Hog Day), I have 

always considered this day as the first day of spring, 

no matter what the weather is outside.  You might 

be asking yourself why? You‟re not alone.  Quite a 

few have asked me that.  The honest to goodness 

truth is I„m simply desperate by then and I need 

something to help me get by until spring really does 

arrive!  
 

The second reason for liking this month is that, on 

the fourth of this month, we will be celebrating the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation at St. Mary of the Lake. 

I like to celebrate with our young people and their 

families.  We as adults need to be reminded what a 

truly great experience confession can be, and as 

we gather on this day, we can see the sense of joy 

on the faces of our youngsters as they complete 

this first step on their journey that reaches it‟s fullness 

when they receive Jesus for the first time in May. 
 

We sometimes can forget the joy of being able to 

receive Jesus in the Eucharist.  But if you want to see 

how we should approach this moment, just watch 

the younger children as they come up with their 

parents.  Last week, I again witnessed this when a 

young man wouldn‟t leave with his mother after she 

had received.  He kept his hands raised up 

because he wanted to receive also, but couldn‟t 

because he is still too young. 
 

Lent , which begins on the 22nd of February, is the 

third reason I like Febuary so much.  What a great 

time to journey with the Lord as he moves toward 

the cross.  And also, the 22nd is my granddaughter‟s 

birthday.  This is special because she, like our other 

grandkids, is such a great gift to my wife and I.  It 

also helps me remember my Mother, who passed 

away a few years ago; the 22nd was her birtday. 
 

God Bless You, 
 

Deacon Ray 
 

 

 

THANK YOU TO THE VISITING PRIESTS WHO WILL BE 

CELEBRATING MASSES THIS WEEKEND 

AT OUR CHURCHES 

JANUARY 28th 

BVM 5:00PM: Msgr. John Louis  

JANUARY 29th 

BVM 9:00AM: Msgr. John Louis 

SML 9:00AM: Msgr. William Ward 
 

 

ANNUAL VALENTINE DINNER DANCE:  

Tickets for Nativity's Valentine Dinner 

Dance on Saturday, February 11th are 

SOLD OUT.  If you want to place your 

name on a waiting list, please contact 

Ruth Nole (690-0160) or the Parish Office (836-3275).   
 

CATHOLIC CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT:  

The Second Collection this weekend will be for the 

Catholic Campaign for Human Development.  Your 

support is needed.  CCHD was founded to end the 

cycle of poverty in America by funding 

organizations that help individuals help themselves.  

With the tradition of improving education, housing 

situations, and economic development, CCHD 

continues to make a positive impact in 

communities nationwide.  Fight Poverty in America.   

Defend human dignity.  Give to the CCHD 

Collection. 
 

NATIVITY'S LENTEN PIEROGI-MAKING PROJECT:   

We are still in need of additional 

volunteers.  Come out on any 

Monday morning to pinch or to 

help in the kitchen.  Anyone 

who would like to make a Noon 

meal for the volunteers or part of a meal or dessert 

is asked to contact the parish office at 836-3275.   

Our delicious "made from scratch" potato-cheese 

pierogi are now available for purchase.  The price 

has remained the same as in previous years – only 

$6.00 per dozen.  You may pick them up any 

weekday, Monday through Friday, between 9:00AM 

and 2:00PM at the Parish Office.   

PIEROGI SALE:  Friday, February 17th, 10:00AM-

5:00PM, Fr. Nallin Hall kitchen.  Volunteers are 

needed to sell.  Please contact the parish Office if 

you would be available for either the 10:00AM-

2:00PM shift or from 2:00-5:00PM.  
 

WELCOME TO OUR VISITORS:  If 

you are visiting Wyoming County 

this weekend or have recently 

moved here, welcome and 

thank you for celebrating the 

Eucharist with us this day!  If you 

are searching for a spiritual home, we welcome you 

to join us in worship and invite you to become part 

of our parish family by contacting the Rectory and 

registering. Again, welcome and please take a 

moment after Mass to introduce yourself to Fr. Ric or 

Deacon Ray. 
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RCIA RITE OF SENDING FORTH:  On Sunday, February 

26th (The First Sunday of Lent), the Rite of Election 

and Continuing Conversion will be held in the 

Diocese of Scranton at 3:00PM (location to be 

announced).  This year, St. Mary of the Lake Parish 

has one Candidate (Carol Skutack) and Nativity 

BVM Parish has two Catechumens (Justin Roth & 

Helen Stegner) who will participate with their 

sponsor, family and our RCIA Teams.  A "Rite of 

Sending Forth" will be held at both of our churches 

on that Sunday morning at the 9:00AM Mass.  We 

invite our parishioners to keep these adults in prayer 

as they continue to grow in their love and 

knowledge of our Faith as they prepare to receive 

the Initiation Sacraments at the Easter Vigil on Holy 

Saturday, April 7th, becoming adult members of the 

Catholic Church.  We are extremely grateful to our 

RCIA Coordinators, Elaine Quinn (SML) and Cindy 

Brown (BVM) and their teams for coordinating this 

very important faith process in our parishes.  
 

MEMORIAL OF ST. BLAISE/BLESSING OF THROATS:  

Friday, February 3rd is the Memorial of St. Blaise.  The 

traditional blessing of throats will take place on the 

weekend of February 4th-5th at both of our churches 

after all weekend Masses for those who desire this 

Sacramental. 
 

BLESSED CANDLES:  The Feast of the Presentation of 

the Lord, also known as Candlemas Day, will be 

celebrated on Thursday, February 2nd.  Boxed 

candle sets will be blessed at the morning Masses 

and available in both churches through February 

5th.  Donation: $3.00 per boxed set.  
 

GLUTEN-FREE HOSTS:  Some Catholic parishes have 

received requests to have gluten-free hosts 

available at Masses.  Here at Nativity & St. Mary's, 

we have only received one request (in the summer 

months).  If someone requires the use of these hosts 

due to celiac disease, please contact the Parish 

Office.  If there are a number of people requesting 

them, we will purchase them and keep these Hosts 

in a separate pyx (container) for consecration.  You 

will need to come to the Sacristy before Mass 

begins and speak with the Priest Celebrant or 

Deacon. When coming forward for reception of 

Holy Communion, please receive from the 

Celebrant.  The contact before Mass is extremely 

important, so that the Celebrant knows who will be 

receiving the gluten-free hosts. 
 

MANDATORY FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PARENTS 

MEETING: Thursday, February 16th, 6:30-8:00PM, Fr. 

Nallin Hall for parents of all First Holy Communion 

students from both Churches.  At least one parent 

must attend.  
 

BOY SCOUT ITALIAN DINNER - OPEN TO THE PUBLIC: 

Saturday, February 18th, 4:00-7:00PM, Fr. Nallin Hall 

Tickets available at the door.  Support our scouts.  

Plan to attend the dinner and invite your family and 

friends.  Takeout or sit down available.  
 

SML ALTAR & ROSARY:  Congratulations to RITA 

GRAZIANO, our winner for January (#783) ……….  

We‟re also looking for the November winner (#035) 

and the winner for May (#543). There are winners 

out there somewhere! If you‟re a winner, please 

contact Fran Mollusky (378-2165), Dot Johnson (378-

2437) or Teresa Wall (378-2706). 
 

PARISH CENSUS:  In an attempt to identify our 

parishioners, we are trying to update the parish 

census.  Please update your address so that we 

have the correct information.  If you know someone 

who has moved, or no longer belongs to our parish, 

please contact the Parish Office (836-3275).  Your 

assistance will be appreciated.  Thank you. 
 

DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE 

Bishop Bambera will lead his first pilgrimage as 

Bishop of Scranton to our nation‟s capital, 

Washington, D.D. to the Basilica of the National 

Shrine of the Immaculate Conception on Saturday, 

September 15, 2012, the Memorial of Our Lady of 

Sorrows.  Parishioners and friends from the eleven 

counties of the Diocese of Scranton are invited to 

join Bishop Bambera for a day of pilgrimage and 

prayer at Mary‟s Shrine in our nation‟s capital.   

Our parish coordinators for this pilgrimage are: 

Nativity BVM ............................................... Sue Barziloski 

St. Mary of the Lake .................................. Fran Mollusky 
 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER:  Why not give 

your spouse a Valentines' present that can "restore 

communication", "renew commitment" and 

"rekindle romance" in your relationship? Attend a 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend (44 hours 

where you can focus totally on each other). The 

next weekend will be held at the St. Francis 

Renewal Center, Bethlehem on February 10-12, 

2012.  For information or to register call 1-800-787-

7679 or visit wwme-nepa.org. Advance application 

is required.  
 

FIRST PENANCE CELEBRATION:  Next Saturday, 

February 4th, the youngsters of St. Mary of the Lake’s 

second grade will receive the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation or their First Confession.  Some of us 

may recall that event in our own lives.  For some of 

us, that may also have been among our last 

confessions.   

The great gift from the Lord is that we can open the 

door to healing and forgiveness at any time.  He 

does indeed await our coming.  So many have 

forgotten what it means to be truly "free," free from 

the burdens we carry and free to have God's love 

fill our soul in a most  meaningful manner.  Perhaps it 

has been years for you.  God does not count the 

hours.  He is only concerned with the faith and 

hope you bring to the gift of mercy offered.  

Perhaps, in the days and weeks before us, God will 

grant you the strength or courage to open the door 

to healing and mercy, freedom from sin, and 

openness to joy, compassion and goodness.  This is 

the call you have been waiting for. 
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LENTEN RESOURCE BASED ON BISHOP BAMBERA’S 

PASTORAL LETTER:  A Study and Reflection Guide, 

incorporating the Ash Wednesday and Sunday 

Lenten readings, will be available on the Diocesan 

website early in February.  The guide will be 

designed to assist the faithful in becoming more 

familiar with Bishop Bambera‟s Pastoral Letter, 

“Wounded and Loved, Regathering the Scattered”.  

It will also provide material on how to set up 

meetings in homes or small group sessions in the 

parish.  We encourage parishioners to use the guide 

as an opportunity for Lenten renewal.  
 

PASTORAL CARE OF THE SICK:  If a family member or 

friend has been hospitalized (especially if they were 

admitted through the Emergency Room or placed 

in a long-term facility), please contact the Parish 

Office so that one of the priests/deacon may visit 

them.  Unfortunately, the recent (HIPPA) privacy 

laws make it difficult for the parish clergy to know if 

a parishioner has been admitted to one of the local 

hospitals.  PLEASE SIGN UP UNDER NATIVITY BVM OR 

ST, MARY OF THE LAKE.    
 

HOLY HOUR:  You are invited to participate in a 

special Eucharistic Holy Hour on Sunday, February 

12th to prayerfully support all priests as well as those 

who are preparing for Ordination.  The Holy Hour is 

open to the public and will be held from 2:00-

3:00PM at Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Church.  A prayer booklet will be available for your 

use, free-of-charge.  This is a wonderful opportunity 

for us to pray for all priests, living and deceased, 

active and retired, who have influenced and 

touched our lives as well as for those who are 

currently considering a vocation and those who are 

in seminary formation.  Plan to attend and invite a 

friend or the members of your family.  Priests give so 

much of their time and effort to the work of the 

Church.  This is a special opportunity for all of us to 

pray for them and their priestly ministry.      
 

POSSIBLE PARISH SPONSORED TRIP IN 

2012:  A few parishioners have 

asked about the possibility of 

sponsoring a parish trip to Italy in 

the Fall of 2012 (late September or 

October).  The trip would probably 

visit Rome, the Vatican, Florence, 

Assisi, San Giovanni Rotondo & Capri.  It would be 

both a religious and cultural vacation.  No further 

details are available at this time.  We are only 

asking now to see if there is any real interest in 

pursuing this type of trip.  If you might be interested 

in participating in a trip to Italy in 2012, please 

contact the Parish Office at 836-3275 this month and 

give your name and phone number.  If there is a 

sufficient interest, the trip will be pursued and 

information sent to you.  Giving your name is not a 

firm commitment.  It only says that you might be 

interested in participating depending on the date, 

cost, itinerary, etc.  Open to the public.  
 

WORD OF LIFE:  HHS‟s new mandate for 

contraception/sterilization coverage … includes an 

incredibly narrow exemption for “religious 

employers” that protects almost no one. For 

example, a Catholic institution serving the poor and 

needy would have to fire its non-Catholic staff, 

refuse life-affirming care to non-Catholic people in 

need, and devote itself instead to “the inculcation 

of religious values” to qualify for the exemption. 

Individuals, insurers, and the sponsors of non-

employee health plans (e.g., student health plans in 

Catholic schools) would have no exemption at all. 

This effort to corral religion exclusively into the 

sanctuaries of houses of worship betrays a 

complete ignorance of the role of religion in 

American life, and of Congress‟s long tradition of 

far more helpful laws on religious freedom. 
Cardinal Daniel DiNardo 

Archbishop of Galveston-Houston 

and Chair of the USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities 

Letter to Congress, September 7, 2011 

in support of the “Respect for Rights of Conscience Act” 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 

Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, 2012 
 

DIOCESAN CALENDAR 
 

Ash Wednesday Day of Reflection: 

"Letting God Act During Lent - The Sunday Scriptures 

of Lent 2012" 

February 22nd -- 9:30AM-2:30PM 

Fatima Renewal Center, Dalton 

Guest presenter: Passionist Father James Price, 

Rector of the Basilica of St. Ann Shrine 

The reflection day will focus on the gift of the 

Sunday readings during Lent, which manifest the 

transforming actions of God in the lives of Christians. 

The session will help prepare participants to enter 

more fully into the great paschal mystery of the 

Lord's death and resurrection. Mass will be 

celebrated, with the distribution of ashes; 

opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

Fee: $30.00 (includes lunch) 

To register, call Fatima Center at 563-8500 
 

Day of Reflection: 

"The Saints - Partners in Holiness" 

March 10th -- 9:30AM-2:30PM 

Fatima Renewal Center, Dalton 

Guest presenter: Monsignor John Esseff 

Msgr. Esseff will lead participants in understanding 

more fully the baptismal call to holiness - a calling 

to become saints.  Through prayer and reflection, 

insights will be offered into how, by following the 

example of the saints, the faithful can be authentic 

witnesses of the Gospel.  The day includes 

celebration of Mass and opportunity for the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation.  

Fee: $30.00 (includes lunch) 

To register, call Fatima Center at 563-8500 
 

 

WORLD YOUTH DAY 2013 

Rio de Janeiro 

July 23-28, 2013 
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SML GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALE:  

The cookies are coming!  Pour 

the cold milk, put the coffee on 

.... It‟s Girl Scout cookie time!  

The sale of Girl Scout cookies 

benefits our local scouts in 

many community and social opportunities.  The 

cookies freeze great! (taste great frozen too!).  Girl 

Scout cookies will be for sale in the front entrance of 

St. Mary's following Mass on the weekend of 

February 18th & 19th.  The price has remained at 

$3.50 per box. 

Savannah Smiles ... a newcomer of light lemon 

flavor dusted with sugar 

Trefoils … traditional shortbread favorite  

Do-Si-Dos … the pastor's favorite peanut butter 

sandwich cookie 

Samoas   … a blend of caramel coconut striped in 

chocolate 

Dulce de Leche … a caramel cookie that screams 

to be dunked 

Thin Mints … the perfect blend of a cookie dipped 

in chocolate with the kiss of mint 

Tagalongs … chocolate dipped peanut butter 

delights 

Thank U Berry Munch … real cranberries meet up 

with white fudge chips for a real treat 
 

You can contact Julia Franko beforehand (586-

4811) and she will have your order ready for you. 

Thank you for your consideration.  
 

 

REMINDERS OF PARISH ETIQUETTE: 

CELL PHONES, TEXTING & VIDEO GAMES 

We encourage our adults and young people to 

refrain from using them in Church.  In particular, we 

ask the help of the parents in monitoring this usage.   
 

SACRIFICIAL OFFERING:  JAN. 21-22, 2012 

Nativity BVM Church: 

Weekly Collection Goal* ............................. $  4,825.00 

Actual Offertory** ......................................... $  3,685.00 

Difference: ..................................................... $(1,140.00)     

St. Mary of the Lake Church: 

Weekly Collection Goal* ............................. $  2,000.00 

Actual Offertory** ......................................... $ 1,449.00     

Difference: ..................................................... $(  551.00)          

 Weekly Collection Goal represents the amount 

needed weekly if we are going to make our  

2011-2012 Parish Collections goal (envelopes 

and loose).  It does NOT include Fundraising, 

Religious Education Income or any other 

income.  

**Actual Offertory represents the total amount 

received in the weekly collection (not including 

special collections).  

The generosity of our people is truly appreciated.  

We may not always reach our budgeted goals, but 

we are grateful to those who make a sacrifice on a 

weekly basis to sustain our parish ministries.    

 

RETROUVAILLE FOR TROUBLED MARRIAGES SET FOR 

FEBRUARY 10-12:  If you know a  marriage in trouble, 

throw the couple a lifeline and tell them about  

Retrouvaille, a Catholic program that helps couples 

communicate once again (or  for the first time). 

Even if you are separated or divorced, Retrouvaille 

can help if you want to make the marriage work. 

The next program in the Scranton Diocese begins 

February 10th-12th at Fatima Center in Dalton.  Call 1-

800-470-2230 for more information or to register. All 

calls are confidential. Visit our web site at 

www.retrouvaille.org.  Finances should not prevent 

a couple in need from attending. 
 

RESURRECTION CHOIR MEMBERS NEEDED:  Are you 

around in the mornings and like to sing?  Several 

members of Nativity & St. Mary's gather at Nativity 

parish funerals to sing with the cantor and join in the 

funeral prayers at Mass.  If you like to sing and are 

available during the morning, you are welcome to 

join the members of the Resurrection Choir to sing 

at funerals.  Please call the Parish Office for more 

information.  Evy Lewis coordinates the Resurrection 

Choir at Nativity BVM Church. 
 

BVM YOUTH CHOIR/BELL CHOIR:  Rehearsals will 

continue this Sunday following CCD.  

At each rehearsal, we are preparing for the 

following week's Mass as well as preparations for 

Easter.   

Please make sure choir members come to the 

9:00AM Mass and sit up front with me.   

New members from 2nd grade through 8th grade are 

welcome! For more information, please contact me 

at 241-6265.                                        Maureen MacDonald 

 

POSSIBLE SML PARISH 

FUNDRAISER:  St. Mary of the 

Lake Church is currently running 

a deficit and needs the 

cooperation of all of our 

parishioners to participate in 

fundraisers to support our Church.  We are looking 

into the possibility of having a different type of 

fundraiser in March/April of 2012 to help to bridge 

the gap between our parish income and expenses.  

A possible fundraiser would be to make homemade 

candy Easter Eggs for sale (maybe 

Chocolate/Peanut Butter, Chocolate/Coconut, 

etc.).  Orders would be taken during Lent. YOUR 

PARISH NEEDS YOUR HELP.  If you have a good 

recipe for these candies, we would appreciate 

hearing from you.  A meeting to discuss the 

possibility of this new parish fundraiser will be held 

this Tuesday, January 31st at 6:30PM in the Parish 

Hall.  We need adult men and women volunteers to 

make these Easter treats.  Anyone with ideas, 

recipes, etc. is asked to please make an effort to 

attend this meeting.  If you might be interested, and 

I hope many will be, this can become a reality and 

it can help us to meet our bills.  Let‟s all work 

together to support these initiatives.    
 

http://www.retrouvaille.org/
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GIRL SCOUT COOKIE SALE: January 4th - March 18th 

There are many Girl Scouts in our parishes, from 

Meshoppen, Mehoopany, Springville, Lake Winola, 

Falls, Centermoreland and Mill City.  If you would 

like to support Girl Scouting by buying some 

cookies, please call me and I will forward your 

information to a Girl Scout from your area.  Cookies 

are $3.50 per box.             Kathy Boehmer (836-1343) 
 

DISCERNMENT WEEKEND FOR YOUNG MEN:   

February 10-12, 2012 – Fatima Center, Dalton  

Young men: ages 15-30  

Many young men have imagined the possibility of 

being a priest one day.  Many have been told by 

others that they possess the qualities that would 

make a good priest.  Often, as young men consider 

how to share their lives, the idea of priesthood 

occurs over and over again, even as they look to 

other possible careers or to the married life. 

Frequently young men find peace around their 

search to know where God is leading them by 

talking through their interest in priesthood and by 

listening to the experience of those who have 

already decided to enter seminary to become 

priests.  

The Vocation Office of the Diocese of Scranton is 

hosting a weekend of discernment for young men 

in high school and beyond to assist them in 

recognizing whether God is inviting them to step 

forward and offer their lives as diocesan priests. The 

weekend program runs from Friday evening to 

Sunday afternoon and includes a presentation on 

the basics of praying into God's will for us, testimony 

from current seminarians, celebration of Mass, 

personal prayer, and fraternity.  

For further information, contact Father Jim Rafferty, 

Vocation Director, at 207-2216 or at Rev-James-

Rafferty@dioceseofscranton.org.  
 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK:  Plans are currently 

underway for Catholic Schools Week, January 29th 

thru February 5th.  This year‟s theme is “Catholic 

Schools: Faith. Academics. Service.”  The week 

consists of appreciation days for faculty and 

students, guest speakers and assemblies, and fun 

and surprises for all.  Catholic schools throughout  

the Diocese of Scranton are accredited by the 

Middles States Association of  Colleges and Schools 

and over 98% of Catholic high school graduates go 

on to  college.  Catholic schools are rooted in the 

teachings of the Catholic Church. Join us in 

celebrating the strong faith, academics, and values 

of Catholic education! 
 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL REGISTRATION:  Holy 

Redeemer High School in Wilkes-Barre is scheduling 

appointments for incoming 9th graders for the 2012-

2013 school year.  They will be held on February 6th. 

7th. 8th or 9th from 3:00-6:00PM.  Contact the 

Guidance Office at 829-2424, ext. 337.  Tuition 

Assistance applications are also available at the 

School Finance Office or online at 

wwwdioceseofscranton.org.  

SPONSORS FOR THE SACRAMENTS:  One of the very 

important traditions and practices of the Catholic 

faith is the role of Godparents at Baptism & 

Sponsors for Confirmation.  It is an honor to be 

asked to accept this role to be a very special 

example for the child or young person.  To serve as 

a sponsor, it is required that a person be at least 16 

years of age, have received the Sacraments of 

Baptism, Holy Eucharist, Confirmation and, if 

married, be married according to the regulations 

for marriage as provided by the Roman Catholic 

Church. Also, the sponsor is to be a weekly 

participant in the Sunday Eucharist & actively strive 

to live out their own baptismal commitment to 

Christ. (cf. Code of Canon Law, c. 874). Each 

sponsor is required to obtain a “sponsor letter” from 

their parish indicating that they fulfill the above 

requirements. 
 

REMEMBERING OUR PARISH:  We are very grateful to 

parish families who have designated Nativity BVM 

or St. Mary of the Lake as a recipient of Memorial 

Donations for their deceased loved ones and to 

those who remembered the parish in their will.  

Please consider remembering your parish Church 

when preparing your will.  Thank You! 
 

SML “MATCH THE NUMBER” FUNDRAISER:  During the 

month of February, 2012, St. Mary of 

the Lake Church will conduct a daily 

number fundraiser.  Tickets are $10.00 

each.  Only 500 tickets will be sold & 

each ticket contains 2 numbers that 

will be matched to the evening PA 

lottery drawing.  The daily winner will 

receive $25.00; the Sunday winner will 

receive $50.00.  The winner on Super 

Bowl Sunday, Valentine’s Day, Ash 

Wednesday & Presidents Day will 

receive $100.00.  The lucky number 

on Leap Year Day (a/k/a February 

29th) will win $300.00! 

LAST CALL!!!!  February is rapidly approaching and 

you don’t want to miss out on this chance to help 

our parish & perhaps help yourself at the same time!  

This is better than scratch-off lottery tickets!  Gives 

you a chance to win 29 times!!! 

Tickets are on sale following the Masses this 

weekend.  Call Mary Lou Franko (586-4811), Jen 

Sinker (378-2493) or the Parish Office (836-3275) or 

mail the coupon below to St. Mary’s, P.O. Box 1, 

Lake Winola PA 18625 (COUPON MUST BE RECEIVED 

BY TUESDAY, JANUARY 31st).  

MATCH THE NUMBER TICKETS 
 

Name: _________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

Phone #: _________________________________________ 

# Tickets: _____________ @ $10.00 per ticket 

Amount Enclosed  $______________________________ 
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MEMORIALS AVAILABLE:  The following memorials 

are available.   If you desire to donate one to your 

parish in memory of a loved one, for a special 

intention or in thanksgiving, please contact the 

Parish Office at 836-3275.   

St. Mary of the Lake Church 

PASCHAL/EASTER CANDLE:  Donation: $150.00 

(Blessed at the Easter Vigil and lit at all daily and 

weekend Masses from Saturday, April 7th through 

Pentecost Sunday, May 27th as well as at all 

Baptisms & Funerals) 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS FOR CONCELEBRATION:  

Donation: $25.00 each (2 needed) 

Hardcover ritual book used at concelebrated 

Masses.  The name or intention of the donor will be 

placed in the book unless otherwise requested.  

EASTER PROCLAMATION BOOK:  Donation: $25.00 

Hardcover book with three liturgical proclamations, 

including the EXSULTET. 
 

Nativity BVM Church 

PASCHAL/EASTER CANDLE:  Donation: $150.00 

(Blessed at the Easter Vigil and lit at all daily and 

weekend Masses from Saturday, April 7th through 

Pentecost Sunday, May 27th as well as at all 

Baptisms & Funerals) 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS FOR CONCELEBRATION:  

Donation: $25.00 each (2 needed) 

Hardcover ritual book used at concelebrated 

Masses.  The name or intention of the donor will be 

placed in the book unless otherwise requested.  

EASTER PROCLAMATION BOOK:  Donation: $25.00 

Hardcover book with three liturgical proclamations, 

including the EXSULTET. 
 

 

A CAPPELLA CONCERT:  Nativity BVM Parish will be 

hosting a concert on March 8th at our church by the 

“Kapelle” ensemble of Concordia University, 

Chicago. Kapelle is Concordia's premier choral 

performance ensemble.  This select voice choir 

tours annually throughout the U.S. as well as 

internationally every four years, and records 

regularly.  Their active performance schedule also 

includes Concordia's annual Lessons and Carols 

services during Advent as well as performing major 

choral works with Concordia's Chamber Orchestra. 

In addition to the concert, we will be providing a 

meal (dinner) for the members and staff at Fr. Nallin 

Hall prior to the event. The meal will be served 

around 5:00PM followed by the concert at 7:30PM.  

There will be roughly 50 people that will be served 

(probably buffet style).  We will be in need of adults 

to prepare this meal and to assist with hospitality to 

these guests.  The opportunity also exists for the 

youth group to assist in serving and cleanup of the 

meal. 

We will probably have a meeting mid-February for 

meal planning, cooking, serving, etc. and would 

welcome all volunteers to help plan this event.   
 

 

 

ST. MARY OF THE LAKE 2012 ACTIVITIES 
 

Parish Socials and Fundraisers are extremely 

important for the life and financial health of our 

Parish.  Mark your calendar now and please plan to 

participate in them and if possible to volunteer to 

assist with at least one or two of these socials. 
 

FEBRUARY MATCH THE NUMBER:   

February 1st-29th   

Tickets are available by visiting or calling the Parish 

Office no later than January 31st.  Only $10.00 each. 

You‟ll have 29 chances to win.  EACH PARTICIPANT 

RECEIVES 2 LUCKY NUMBERS. Cash prizes amounting 

to $1,375.00. 

HAM & CABBAGE DINNER: 

Sunday, March 18th, 5:00PM at St. Mary‟s Parish Hall 

Adults: $8.00  

Children under 12: $4.00  

Family (2 adults & children): $20.00 

HOMEMADE EASTER EGG CANDY SALE: 

A meeting to discuss the possibility of a new parish 

fundraiser (making large candy Easter Eggs - 

chocolate/coconut & chocolate/peanut butter) 

will be held on Tuesday, January 31st at 6:30PM in 

the Parish Hall.  We need adult men and women 

volunteers to make these Easter treats.  Anyone with 

ideas, recipes, etc. is asked to please make an 

effort to attend this meeting.   

CHICKEN BBQ DINNER: 

Sunday, July 8th 

Mass at 11:00AM; dinner Noon – 2:00PM – Parish Hall  

LAKE WINOLA HOUSE TOUR: 

Sunday, July 15th beginning at 10:00AM  

Committee members (men & women) are needed.  

Please contact Ellen Wengen (378-2014) or the 

Parish Office (836-3275) if you can volunteer your 

time. 

CASH BINGO & BUFFET: 

Sunday, August 12th, 11:00AM-6:00PM – Parish Hall 

40 games plus complete Hot Buffet and 

refreshments throughout the day.   

KIWANIS WYOMING COUNTY FAIR: 

August 29th through September 3rd 

St. Mary's will sponsor our popular BASKETS GALORE 

booth.  Basket donations will be solicited. 

ST. MARY'S 18th ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT: 

Tentative Date: Sunday, October 7th 

StoneHedge Golf Club, Tunkhannock Township 

HALLOWEEN "MATCH THE NUMBER" FUNDRAISER:  TBA 

NITE AT THE RACES SOCIAL:  TBA 

PANCAKE AND SAUSAGE BREAKFAST: 

Sunday, November 25th, 10:00AM-Noon – Parish Hall  
 

 

GIRL SCOUT GOLDEN JUBILEE:  Girl scouts are 

celebrating their 100th anniversary this year.   I am 

looking for old pictures, newspaper articles 

uniforms, etc. for a Girl Scout display in March and 

May.  If you have some memorabilia you would like 

to share, please call me, Kathy Boehmer, at 836-

1343.     
 



THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF NATIVITY BVM & ST. MARY OF THE LAKE 

 

BOY SCOUT NEWS 

2012 TROOP 518 REGISTRATION DUE 

Please get your registration to Mrs. Linden 

as soon as possible. 

  Scouts: $25.00 

  Scouts: $37.00 (with Boys Life magazine) 

  Leaders: $16.00 

Money existing in Scout accounts can be used. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

February 05 - Scout Sunday 

February 06 - Adult Committee Meeting 

February 18 - Annual Spaghetti Dinner  

February 24-26 - Battleship Cove, Mass. 

Spring 2012 - Gettysburg Trip 
 

SCOUT SUNDAY – FEBRUARY 5th 

Scouts (Cub Scouts & Boy Scouts) need to sign up 

to participate in the 11:00AM Mass.  Contact 

Scoutmaster Brian Burke (362-3756) or Cub 

Scoutmaster Chris Colavitti (836-8626). 
 

ADULT SCOUT COMMITTEE MEETING 

Monday, February 6th – 6:00PM – FNH 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

The dinner will be held in Fr. Nallin Hall on Saturday, 

February 18th from 5:00-8:00PM.  We would 

appreciate donations for the bake sale and for the 

raffle.  Questions?  Call Pam Costello (836-1751) or 

Scoutmaster Brian Burke (362-3756).  Proceeds 

benefit our Troop. 

Dinner Bake Sale and Auction: We are in need of 

donations in the form of desserts, baskets, and gift 

certificates that may be purchased or auctioned 

during the event. 
 

WEIS GIFT CARDS FUNDRAISER 

We will sell Weis gift cards which are good at all 

Weis markets.  They are handy for anyone who 

needs to shop at the store and doesn't carry a 

checkbook.  They also make nice gifts for holidays, 

special occasions, and college students.  SCOUTS 

WILL EARN 5% OF THE AMOUNT SOLD. 
 

 

 

 

 

PACK 518 MEETINGS:   

SCOUT SUNDAY: 

February 5th – 11:00AM Mass – Nativity 

BVM Church 
 

COMMITTEE MEETING: 

Tuesday, February 7th, 6:00PM 

Fr. Nallin Hall 
 

BLUE & GOLD DINNER: 

Sunday, March 11th – 5:00PM 

Fr. Nallin Hall 
 

SCOUT NIGHTS @ MOHEGAN SUN ARENA: 

Saturday, March 16th – Globetrotters 

Friday, March 22nd – Penguins 
 

 

REMEMBRANCE OF THE DEAD:  Your prayers are 

requested for MARY E. O'HORA, the aunt of Carmel 

Williams and a friend of St. Mary of the Lake Parish, 

who died recently.  May she and all of the faithful 

departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
 

SAINT MARY OF THE LAKE PARISH HALL:  We are in 

need of window treatments for St. 

Mary's Parish Hall.  We have seven 

large windows.  The curtains that 

were on the windows have seen 

better days and are in need of 

replacement.  We have secured a number of 

bids for vertical blinds that would be easy to 

maintain.  Now we are in need of a total of seven 

families, businesses or individuals who can 

donate $250.00 for each window.  The total 

amount of the blinds and the professional 

installation is $1,750.00.  If you can donate the 

treatments for one of the windows, it would be 

deeply appreciated and would help make our 

Hall more attractive.  All donations are tax-

deductible.  Checks should be written out to St. 

Mary of the Lake Church.  All donors will be 

recognized unless requested otherwise.   
 

PARISH YOUTH MINISTRY PROGRAM 

All High School parishioners, Grades 9-12, of both of 

our churches are expected to participate.  You are 

invited to bring your friends to the meetings / 

gatherings / activities.  
 

►  There will be a youth group meeting/pizza party 

on February 5th at 5:00PM in Fr. Nallin Hall to plan 

upcoming events.  Please let us know if you are 

attending.   

►  "Living the Eucharist for Teens” will be held 

Mondays during Lent at St. Joseph's Oblate 

Seminary in Pittston.  Information was sent in your 

emails. 

►  ISLI Leadership Retreat at Fatima Center in 

Dalton, February 24th thru February 26th.  Registration 

deadline is February 13th.  Information was sent in 

your emails. 

Please contact Mr. &Mrs. Ide or Mr. & Mrs. Stamer if 

you plan to attend or would like more information.  

Your parish will pick part of the cost for both events 

for those who participate. 

 

CAPUCHIN SISTERS DISCERNMENT GROUP: The 

Capuchin Sisters of Nazareth Religious Community is 

holding a Vocation Discernment Retreat Weekend 

for ages 16-30 from Friday, February 17th @ 4:00PM 

to Sunday, February 19th @ 12:30PM.  Reservations 

required.  Call Sister Veronica at 570-836-2737. 
 

REMEMBRANCE OF THE DEAD:  Your prayers are 

requested for SUZANNE KUPCHO, a parishioner of 

Nativity BVM Parish, who died this week.  May she 

and all of the faithful departed, through the mercy 

of God, rest in peace.  
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MISSION EXPERIENCE FOR HIGH SCHOOL JUNIORS:  

The Pontifical Mission Office of the Diocese of 

Scranton will be sponsoring their annual faith-based 

summer mission experience for High School Juniors 

from July 9th-21st, in the Archdiocese of Castries, St. 

Lucia, West Indies.  The experience is only open to 

students who are currently in their Junior year of 

High School.  Criteria for Applicants and "How to 

Apply" instructions are included in the flyer 

announcement and must be read and understood 

by the applicant and his or her parents.  Parental 

permission is necessary to apply.   

Consideration will be given to registered and 

participating parishioners who participate at weekly 

Mass, attend Parish Youth Group Meetings  and 

who are involved in at least one activity: Scouts, 

Altar Server, Music  Ministry, CCD Catechist or Aide, 

etc.   However, it is not limited to that requirement.  

A copy of the flyer may be obtained at our parish 

office, from Mr. & Mrs. Ide, Mr. & Mrs. Stamer or by 

logging onto the Mission Office website: 

www.dioceseofscranton.org.  Deadline for sending 

letters of interest with a request for an interview is 

Feb. 10th.  miriam-heverline@dioceseofscranton.org 

is the e-mail address for more info.  Adults who wish 

to make this mission experience as a chaperone 

may also apply for an interview or may contact the 

Diocesan Mission Office at 570-207-2259 
 

NATIVITY BVM CHURCH NATIVITY FIGURINES:  The 12 

beautiful figures of our Parish Nativity Set were 

damaged during the recent flood.  Trinity Artisans, 

under the Direction of Judy Dotzel, did a superb job 

on them and they have been returned to us more 

beautiful than ever.  They are once again in use for 

our Parish manger scene.  Make sure that you take 

time over the Christmas Season to visit our crèche 

and view the beautiful figures.   

Donations to help in defraying the cost of this 

restoration are being received.  As noted 

previously, the Youth Group has donated for the 

restoration of Jesus, Mary & Joseph.  If you would 

like to donate for one the remaining statues, please 

contact the Parish Office at 836-3275 this week.  

There are 3 remaining figurines:  a King and two 

sheep.  Suggested donation:  $100.00 each.   
 

EXCHANGE STUDENTS NEED HOMES:  The students 

are both boys and girls, ages 16 and 17, and are 

from France.  They have their own spending money 

and insurance and a chaperone is with the group.  

They all speak English.  The program runs from the 

evening of February 7th to the morning of February 

16th.  All activities begin in Tunkhannock.  Every 

weekday has an activity scheduled for them during 

the day.  They are not scheduled for Saturday and 

Sunday, February 11th & 12th, but we can help the 

families if they are busy those days.  For more 

information, call Janet Shaw at 378-2605.  It is a 

great opportunity to learn about their culture and 

show them ours. 
 

BASIC SKILLS FOR CATECHISTS:  Are you a new 

catechist in the religious education program?  Are 

you a seasoned catechist looking to improve your 

skills?  Mary Anne Malone of the Diocese of 

Scranton will present a Basic Skills for Catechists 

class at Gate of Heaven School, Dallas.  The class 

will be held from 6:00-9:00PM on February 23rd, 

March 1st, 15th and 22nd.  For more information or to 

register, please call 207-2213.  The fee will be paid 

by your parish. 
 

TELEVISED SUNDAY CATHOLIC MASS:  A televised 

Sunday Mass is now airing on ABC Family (Blue 

Ridge Cable - Basic+ on Channel 28) from 6:30-

7:00AM Sunday morning.  “THE SUNDAY MASS” is 

produced by the Passionist Fathers and Brothers out 

of New York City and is available nationally on local 

affiliates.  Too early for you?  Tape it, Tivo it, or 

watch it online.  For more information, consult the 

website at www.TheSundayMass.org. 
 

MARDI GRAS PARTY:  A Mardi Gras Party to support 

the Cursillo Movement of the Scranton Diocese will 

be held on Saturday February 18th from 7:00-

11:00PM at Queen of Apostles Auditorium (formerly 

St. Mary's), 715 Hawthorne Street, Avoca.  Snow 

date will be February 19th.  It is a "Bring Your Own 

Bottle" event.  You must be 21 or older to attend. 

Tickets are $35.00 per person and include dinner 

and dancing with live music provided by 

Waterstreet.  Reservations can be made by mailing 

your checks payable to: Scranton Cursillo, c/o 

Queen of the Apostles Church, 715 Hawthorne 

Street, Avoca, PA  18640. Reservations must be 

made before February 10th.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Marjorie Melvin-Adcroft 

at madcroft526@msn.com  or by texting or calling 

570.357.6822 
 

SCOUT SUNDAY:  The Boy Scouts of America will 

celebrate Scout Sunday next Sunday, February 5th. 

The Scout bi-laws say that a “Scout is Reverent” and 

the Scouts of all ages promise to do their “Duty to 

God.”  These values strengthen youth character in 

their family, community, and faith.  Join us in 

welcoming the members of Nativity's Boy Scout 

Troop #518 and Cub Scout Pack #518 at the 

11:00AM Mass.  Boy Scout Troop #518 (for boys 10 

and older) meets on Mondays from 7:00-8:30PM at 

Fr. Nallin Hall.  Pack #518 is designed for boys under 

10 years of age.  For more information about the 

Boy Scouts, please call Scoutmaster, Brian Burke.  

For information on Cub Scouts, please contact Cub 

master Chris Colavitti. 
 

 

COOKBOOK SALE 
Donation:  $10.00 each or 3 for $25.00  
 

They are available from the Parish Office 

or from any member of the Altar & 

Rosary Society.  
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